$59.95; 105 X 180 mm; pp. 56l. This pocket-sized handbook was designed for the 'rapid acquisition of essential information' relating to clinical anaesthesia. It was written by the editors of the textbook 'Clinical Anesthesia', and each chapter in the handbook is referenced to the relevant chapter(s) in the textbook. The authors have been successful in condensing a large amount of information into a succinct but readable form. The 44 chapters cover all aspects of clinical anaesthesia and its subspecialties, although intensive care and chronic pain management receive only the briefest of summaries. Each chapter is not only an introduction to a particular topic but is also a useful reference source on facts, figures, drug doses, and precautions relating to the topic. A brief summary of relevant physiology and pharmacology is included where appropriate. In addition to the 44 chapters there are several appendices which include physiological formulas, an electrocardiographic atlas, an extensive drug list and American Heart Association resuscitation protocols. Although the text is didactic, it is accurate and up-to-date. The diagrams are occasionally a little ambiguous due to the brevity of the explanations, but are otherwise carefully chosen and helpful.
This handbook is directed primarily at North American readers but it is also relevant to Australasian practice. It is definitely not a reference textbook and it does not belong in a library. It belongs in the coat pockets of medical students, anaesthesia trainees, and anaesthetists who would like a portable, up-to-date summary of current anaesthetic practice.
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